JOHN   EVELYN
for the testimonies I have lately received of yours both
by your letter and, your presents. I have already
sowed such, of your seeds as 1 thought most proper,
upon a hotbed, but cannot find in all my books a
catalogue of those plants which require that culture
nor of" such as inust be set in pots, which defects and
all others I hope shortly to see supplied, that as I
hope to see shortly your work of Horticulture
finished and published, and long to be in all things
your disciple as I am in all tilings now.
Your most humble and
most obedient servant,
A.   COWLEY."
By his writings on gardens and trees Evelyn
attracted correspondence from a number of people.
The variety of his artistic and scientific interests is
also reflected in the correspondence as well as in the
Diary. Thomas Barlow writes to him about "the
choice pieces" he had given to the Bodleian, about
his books and about prints and drawings and
manuscripts. Tcnisou, Bishop of Lincoln, afterwards
Archbishop of Canterbury, receives a long letter on
earthquakes and their origin. There is correspon-
dence with Lord Sandwich, the British Ambassador
in Spain, on horticultural subjects. Sir Robert
Southwell asks advice about holly hedges and yews,
begging pardon for "the impertinences of a young
planter." Evelyn thanks Francis Barlow for dedicat-
ing a plate of Titian's Venus to him, "since your
affection lias vanquished your reason so much to my
advantage." He composes a letter of immense length
to a Roman Catholic priest, the Rev. Father Patrick,